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ACTION VOE-OO 

INFO OCT-01 EA-09 ISO-OO EB-07 COME-OO L-03 SCA-01 INSE-00 
/021 W 

099215 

P 180720Z AUG 75 

FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2554 

UNCLAS TOKYO 1 1443 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CVIS, ETRD 

SUBJECT: VALIDITY OF JAPANESE PASSPORTS 
REF: (A) STATE 186703; (B) TOKYO 10629 

L EMBOFF HELD DISCUSSION AUGUST 13 WITH DIRECTOR, VISA DIVISION MFA 
(MIYAZAKI) RE POSSIBILITY CONCLUDING AGREEMENT WITH GOJ WHEREBY 
JAPANESE PASSPORTS WOULD BE RECOGNIZED AS VALID FOR RETURN OF 
BEARER TO JAPAN FOR PERIOD SIX MONTHS BEYOND PASSPORT'S EXPIRY 
DATE. AFTER CONSULTING WITH DIRECTOR, PASSPORT DIVISION (ITO), 

MIYAZAKI TOLD EMBOFF LEGISLATION AMENDING JAPANESE LAW 
GOVERNING PASSPORT ISSUANCE WOULD BE NECESSARY PREREQUISITE 
OF AGREEMENT AND PRACTICAL DIFFICULTY OF OBTAINING ENACTMENT 
SUCH LEGISLATION CONSTITUTES VIRTUALLY INSUPERABLE OBSTACLE TO 
AGREEMENT IN MFA VIZA. 

2. DURING FURTHER DISCUSSION TO EXPLORE POSSIBILITY SATISFYING 
PROVISIONS 212(A)(26) WITHOUT BILATERAL AGREEMENT, MIYAZAKI ASSURED 
EMBOFF ANY JAPANESE ABROAD WITH AN EXPIRED PASSPORT MAY READILY 
OBTAIN A NEW PASSPORT FROM ANY JAPANESE CONSULAR OFFICE AND ANY 
INDIGENT JAPANESE ABROAD WHO CANNOT PAY FOR A NEW PASSPORT MAY 
BE ISSUED GRATIS A TRAVEL DOCUMENT FOR RETURN TO COUNTRY (KIKOKU 
NO TAMENO TOKOSHO) AND FURTHERMORE MAY BE REPATRIATED TO JAPAN AT 
GOJ EXPENSE. HE FURTHER ASSURED EMBOFF THAT UNDER AUTHORITY 
ARTICLE 19-2-4 OF JAPANESE PASSPORT LAW (LAW NO. 105 F 1970), 

RETURN TRAVEL DOCUMENT COULD BE ISSUED AT BEHEST OF INS AUTHORITIES 
SEEKING TO DEPORT A JAPANESE FROM U.S. UNDER LAWFUL DEPORTATION 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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OR VOLUNTARY DEPARTURE ORDER IN EVENT INDIVIDUAL REFUSED APPLY 
FOR DOCUMENT ON OWN BEHALF. 

3. AS EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS IT, UNDERLYING PURPOSE 212(A)(26) 
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IS TO PROVIDE ASSURANCE THAT THERE IS SOME COUNTRY TO WHICH AN 
ALIEN IN U.S. MAY PROCEED IN EVENT HE FOUND INADMISSIBLE OR 
DEPORTABLE. IF SO, IT SEEMS TO EMBASSY THAT MIYAZAKI'S ASSURANCES. 
TOGETHER WITH PROVISIONS ARTICLE 19-2-4 OF JAPANESE PASSPORT LAW 
UPON WHICH THEY ARE PREDICATED, MEET REQUIREMENTS, IF NOT LETTER, 
OF 212(A)(26). ACCORDINGLY, IN INTEREST PREVENTING POSSIBLE 
RDUCTION OF JAPANESE TRAVEL TO U.S. FORESEEN BY TOKYO USTS 
REPRESENTATIVE (REF B), 

EMBASSY SUGGESTS JAPAN BE INCLUDED IN LIST OF COUNTRIES IN 22 CFR 
41.22, NOTE 1 . 1 WHOSE PASSPORTS MAY BE CONSIDERED AALID FOR SIX 
MONTHS BEYOND EXPIRY. EMBASSY REQUESTS DEPARTMENT SEEK INS' 
CONCURRENCE THIS PROPOSAL AND AUTHORIZE EMBASSY ISSUE NIVS TO 
JAPANESE TO ENTER U.S. UP TO DAY PRIOR TO PASSPORT EXPIRY. 

HODGSON 

UNCLASSIFIED 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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